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conflict between the views on the future of the Arab
countries which were held at the headquarters of
the Egyptian and Mesopotamia Expeditionary Forces
was to some extent due to the circumstances in
which Lawrence paid his only visit to Mesopo-
tamia proper. If only he and A. T. Wilson had met
on this occasion and got to know each other well, all
might have been different: but they did not meet.
I was myself a little disappointed with Lawrence,
whose undisguised criticism of the Army, and especi-
ally of the Indian Army, hurt me the more, as I was
not in a position, owing to my temporary removal
from it, to fight its battles as I should have liked to
do. Soon after he left Basrah, I had the great
pleasure of seeing two hundred of my own men, who
had been in a composite Mahratta battalion in the
Kut relief force. Their officers told me that they
had done magnificently, and that on one occasion,
when they had to come back out of flooded trenches
under very heavy fire, the officers of the composite
Black Watch and Seaforth battalion, which had
been covering their retirement, came forward
spontaneously to express the admiration felt by all
ranks for their coolness and steadiness. It warmed
my heart to hear of this, and also to read in Edmund
Candler's article on the Mahratta that the men of
the Norfolks spoke of the Mahrattas as men " who
would not leave you up a tree—not likely ! " In
the same article he mentioned that before the war
no one had taken the British officers of Mahratta
battalions seriously when they expressed confidence
in their men, and I took the opportunity of its re-
publication in the Basrah Times to get Mrs. Lorimer,
who was editing the paper, to add two doggerel
verses as a pendant to the article.

